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Faraway Star, for carillon (1997) .................................................................................. Joanna Estelle (1950–)* 

 edited by Gordon Slater in 2000 
Estelle began “painting pictures with sound” at an early age. She studied classical piano, modern piano, arranging, 

composition and improvisation and has become a critically acclaimed composer, especially of vocal music. Faraway Star 

was written as a tribute to the planet Venus, the bringer of peace. 

Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My Head, from 
the film Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (1969) ......................................... Burt Bacharach (1928–) 

 arranged by Gordon Slater in 1974 
As in most of Bacharach’s songs, this lyric is by Hal David. This arrangement was made while the performer was 

Carillonneur at the Rainbow Tower Carillon in Niagara Falls, Ontario. 

Six Compositions for Carillon (1934): ........................................................... Gian Carlo Menotti (1911–2007) 

Preludio, Arabesque, Dialogue, Pastorale, Canzone, Etude 
While Menotti was a very successful opera composer and librettist, his choral, symphonic and ballet catalogue is also 

considerable. Perhaps his best known work is Amahl and the Night Visitors, a Christmas opera composed for television. 

These Six Compositions are a product of Menotti’s study at Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute of Music. Part of his time at 

Curtis was spent at the carillon of Bok Tower Gardens in Lake Wales, Florida. 

Born Free, the title song from the film (1966) ............................................................. John Barry (1933–2011) 

 arranged by Gordon Slater in 1973 
This very successful British docu-drama follows the work of Joy and George Adamson as they raised Elsa the Lioness, 

an orphaned cub, to adulthood and released her into the Kenyan wilderness. 

Variations on Willson’s Wilde, for carillon (1984) .............................. Ronald Montague Barnes (1927–1997) 
Ronald Barnes had a brilliant career composing for, arranging for and performing upon the carillon. In his carillon 

composition he was unabashedly Romantic. Well loved among carillonneurs the world over, this American’s last 

position was at the University of California at Berkeley. Barnes worked his magic on this anonymous Elizabethan lute 

tune, spinning it out into a kaleidoscopic succession of elegant variations. 

Three songs from Newfoundland and Labrador*:  .................................. arranged by Gordon Slater in 1987 

She’s Like the Swallow 
Both the poetry of the lyric and the unaffected, modal tune evince a Celtic elegance that make this one of the most 

beautiful of the very many Newfoundland folk-songs. 

The Greenland Disaster 
The Greenland was a famous sealing ship that sailed from St. John’s on March 10, 1898 on its annual voyage to the ice 

floes along the Labrador coast where the baby seals are born each spring. Caught by a sudden snowstorm the 48 boys 



who went out on the ice to hunt the seals were frozen to death when the ship returned to take them off. The fine old 

Dorian tune makes this tragic ballad eminently singable. 

The Kelligrews Soiree 
The Soiree is an annual festival of wide ranging cuisine and has been a tourist attraction in Kelligrews for more than a 

century. John Burke (1851–1930) wrote the lyric of this rollicking song and based his tune upon Irish music hall songs. 

Newfoundland linguist William J. Kirwin told the performer, “The common pronunciation of the people is [swa-REE], 

though some people don’t notice the foreign [swa-] sound and say [suh-REE]. In the lyric soiree rhymes with me and 

see.” 

Five Short Pieces for Carillon:.....................................................................................Leen ’t Hart (1920–1992) 

Singing Bells, Lullaby, Little Fugue, Prayer, Dancing Bells 
Leen ’t Hart was an eminent Dutch carillonneur, composer and teacher who founded the Royal Dutch Carillon School 

in Amersfoort. 

*Canadian 

 

Gordon Slater has played carillon, piano and organ since childhood 

and in school began studying bassoon and conducting. His first carillon 

experience was as assistant to his father, James, who was Carillonneur at 

Metropolitan United Church in Toronto, Ontario. Gordon Slater studied at 

the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Music and held a position as a 

church Organist and Choir Director as well as four Carillonneur positions. 

He has conducted orchestras, choirs, bands and musicals and is now 

retired from the position of Dominion Carillonneur of Canada after 31 

years of service playing the Peace Tower Carillon on Parliament Hill in 

Ottawa, Ontario. He tours widely as a carillonneur and clinician, has been 

Music Director of Divertimento Orchestra since 1987 and plays bassoon 

and contrabassoon with the Ottawa Symphony Orchestra. Since 1978, Mr. 

Slater has been a Carillonneur member of the Guild of Carillonneurs in 

North America and was co-editor, with his wife Elsa, of that 

organization’s annual Bulletin from 1979 to 1985. He has also served on 

the Guild’s Board of Directors, its Examination Committee and its Music 

Selection Committee. Mr. Slater has performed widely in Canada, the United States, England, Europe, Australia 

and New Zealand and has made several carillon recordings. In 2008 he was awarded the Berkeley Medal by the 

University of California for distinguished service to the carillon. 

     

****************************************************************************************** 
 

A tour of the Tilton Memorial Carillon will be available after the concert.  Please meet at the front door (under 

the tower) or in the “far” parking lot behind the Town Hall, where many listeners park.  
 

For more information on carillons and the Art of the Carillon please visit the Guild of Carillonneurs in North 

America's web site at: www.gcna.org.   Information on the Carillon Summer Series can be found at: 

www.norwoodma.gov and then follow the link to Summer Concerts. 
 

Next week on July 22
nd

 Jan Verheyen from Neerpelt, Belgium will perform in the Norwood Summer Carillon 

Series.   
 

****************************************************************************************** 
  

Tonight's recital is made possible by the Town of Norwood, a generous gift from the family of Betsy Dobson, 

and by a special gift from the Norwood Women's Community Committee. 


